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V. Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The following exemplary citations to the Specification and/or drawing figures are not 
exclusive, as other examples of support for claimed subject matter exist. As such, the following 
citations should not be viewed as limiting. 

Independent Claims 1 and 25 

In an exemplary implementation of the invention, as illustrated in Figure 1, a method 
may include using one or more agents 110 to monitor network devices 126 in an enterprise 
network 112 (e.g., Specification at 5, lines 1-17). One of the network devices 126 may 
therefore be selected for monitoring from the from the enterprise network 112 (e.g., 
Specification at 10, lines 7-8). For example, as recited in claim 25, the selected network device 
126 may include a switch 118 (e.g., Specification at 7, lines 7-11). 

Furthermore, each network device 126 may have various characteristics associated 
therewith (e.g., Specification at 5, lines 21-25). A monitoring system 113 may therefore be 
employed to monitor hardware characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 6, lines 7-25). For example, one of a plurality of agent templates 136 may be 
selected to monitor the hardware characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 10, lines 8-11). 

The agent template 136 may be selected based on one or more of the characteristics of 
the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 7, line 29 - 8, line 4). In particular, the 
agent template 136 may include a hierarchy of object classes 138 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 
14-19). Each object class in the hierarchy 138 corresponds to a possible combination of the 
characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 15-19). 

Accordingly, an agent object 110 may be instantiated (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 20- 
22). Specifically, the agent object 100 may be instantiated from the object class of the agent 
template 136 that corresponds to the characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 11, line 12 - 12, line 14). As a result, the instantiated agent object 110 may be 
used to monitor the hardware characteristics of the network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 
10, lines 14-25). 
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Independent Claim 9 

In an exemplary implementation of the invention, as illustrated in Figure 1, software 
including executable instructions 132 may be stored on a machine-readable medium 120 (e.g., 
Specification at 6, lines 7-25; Figure 1, elements 113, 114, 120, 128, 132, etc.). For example, 
the instructions may be operable to select one of the network devices 126 from the from the 
enterprise network 112 (e.g., Specification at 10, lines 7-8). 

Furthermore, each network device 126 may have various characteristics associated 
therewith (e.g., Specification at 5, lines 21-25). The instructions may therefore cause a 
monitoring system 113 to monitor hardware characteristics of the selected network device 126 
(e.g., Specification at 6, lines 7-25). For example, one of a plurality of agent templates 136 may 
be selected to monitor the hardware characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 10, lines 8-11). 

The agent template 136 may be selected based on one or more of the characteristics of 
the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 7, line 29 - 8, line 4). In particular, the 
agent template 136 includes a hierarchy of object classes 138 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 14- 
19). Each object class in the hierarchy 138 corresponds to a possible combination of the 
characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 15-19). 

Accordingly, an agent object 110 may be instantiated (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 20- 
22). Specifically, the agent object 100 may be instantiated from the object class of the agent 
template 136 that corresponds to the characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 11, line 12 - 12, line 14). As a result, the instantiated agent object 110 may be 
used to monitor the hardware characteristics of the network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 
10, lines 14-25). 

Independent Claim 17 

In an exemplary implementation of the invention, as illustrated in Figure 1, a system 
113 may use one or more agents 110 to monitor network devices 126 in an enterprise network 
112 (e.g., Specification at 5, lines 1-17). For example, the system 113 may include a memory 
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120 operable to store information 110, 134, 137 associated with a plurality of network devices 
126 in the enterprise network 112 (e.g., Specification at 6, line 7-7, line 28). 

Furthermore, the information stored in the memory 120 may include various 
characteristics associated with each network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 5, lines 21-25). 
The system 113 may therefore select one of the network devices 126 from the from the 
enterprise network 112 (e.g., Specification at 10, lines 7-8). For example, one of a plurality of 
agent templates 136 may be selected to monitor the hardware characteristics of the selected 
network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 10, lines 8-11). 

The agent template 136 may be selected based on one or more of the characteristics of 
the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 7, line 29 - 8, line 4). In particular, the 
agent template 136 includes a hierarchy of object classes 138 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 14- 
19). Each object class in the hierarchy 138 corresponds to a possible combination of the 
characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 15-19). 

Accordingly, an agent object 110 may be instantiated (e.g., Specification at 8, lines 20- 
22). Specifically, the agent object 100 may be instantiated from the object class of the agent 
template 136 that corresponds to the characteristics of the selected network device 126 (e.g., 
Specification at 11, line 12 - 12, line 14). As a result, the instantiated agent object 110 may be 
used to monitor the hardware characteristics of the network device 126 (e.g., Specification at 
10, lines 14-25). 
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Remarks 



It is respectfully submitted that the Summary of Claimed Subject Matter provided 
above meets the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(l)(v), and as such, the Appeal Brief meets 
all of the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 41.37. Prompt and favorable treatment on the merits is 



therefore respectfully requested. 



If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal communication will expedite 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the 



number provided. 



Date: March 5, 2008 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




Syediafar Ali 
Registration No. 58,780 

PlLLSBURY WlNTHROP SHAW PlTTMAN LLP 

P.O. Box 10500 

McLean, Virginia 22102 

Main: 703-770-7900 

Direct: 703-770-7540 

Fax: 703-770-7901 
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